MERCEDES LU
1877 Garden Avenue, Eugene, Oregon 97403 U.S A. Telephone : (541) 687-8454 ext.19 Mobile(541) 510-9330 

Fax: (541) 687 0535

E-mail: meche@elaw.org

Speciality Areas 

urban and industrial pollution from the  occupational and public health  perspective,  toxicology, chemistry.   sustainable development and environmental projects management and monitoring.   
Education

· Speciality in Environmental Management and Ecology  - Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia, Lima  Peru  - 1999

· Chemist and Pharmacist - Universidad nacional mayor de  San Marcos, Lima – Peru  

· B.Sc. in Pharmacy and Biochemistry - Universidad nacional mayor de  San Marcos, Lima – Peru . 1989 

Languages

Spanish (mother language)

English  (fluently)

FRENCH (fluently)

italian (reads and understands)

Computer skills 

MS OFFICE: Microsoft Word, Power Point, Excel, Microsoft Project,.

Outlook Express,  Windows, Internet explorer.  

work Experience 
A.
Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide  -E-LAW  E-LAW U.S.  (Sept. 2003 to date)

Environmental Research  Scientist

15  years of experience as scientific advisor in toxicology, environmental chemistry, urban and industrial pollution; mining, oil, toxic pesticides.  Provides scientific information to public interest environmental lawyers and scientist members of the E-LAW network from approximately 50 countries.  

Provides scientific and technical support to grassroots attorneys working with communities to protect the environment.   Travels throughout Latin America to give on-site scientific support to communities and environmental advocates, including support for environmental monitoring projects.   Reviews technical documents, Environmental Impact Assessments, interpretation of environmental quality data for public interest cases and grassroots organizations at the international level.  

Includes visits to Latin American partners, outreach of local scientists, participation in workshops with community representatives about technical issues related to local environmental problems.


Previous Positions – E-LAW

· Scientist for  the project “Environmental Leaders Collaborating for a Sustainable Future” funded by AVINA. Position responsible to provide scientific information specially to the Latin American partners of the E-LAW network, build the network in Latin America, strengthen the network of environmental advocates in the region and empower Latin American advocates to participate more effectively  in the worldwide E-LAW network.  Sept. 2000- Dec. 2001

· Project Coordinator: “Latin American Scientists” project funded by HIVOS.  Publication of a Latin American Scientists Directory, which includes information of more than 100 scientists from Latin America who are willing to collaborate pro bono with the E-LAW network.   Responsible to coordinate the outreach of scientists of different fields related to environmental issues in Latin America, organized a Regional Workshop of Latin American Public Interest Lawyers and Scientists, in which were discussed joint solutions to mining, oil, toxic pesticides and forestry issues at the regional level.  1996

· Regional Coordinator “Science, Law and Environmental Policy in Latin America” Funded by the Tinker Foundation.    Provided scientific support to the E-LAW members and organizations in Latin America in order to strengthen links between lawyers and scientists in the region.  1995 

B.

Peruvian Environmental Law Society - SPDA.  

· Technical Coordinator of the Private Sector Coordinating Institution – Sustainable Environment and Natural Resources Management Project  APGEP-SENREM/USAID.  Responsible of providing technical advisory and monitoring   22 Pilot Environmental Projects, and 5 Projects developed by the organizations members of the APGEP-SENREM Consortium.   As Technical Coordinator was member of the team designated to select, provide technical advisory and monitoring  pilot environmental projects implemented by private organizations in different ecosystems which proposed innovative solutions to a variety of environmental problems.   Jun. 1997 – Aug. 2000.
C.

Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, Lima 

· Faculty of Pharmacy and Biochemistry – Teaching Assistant of Pharmacognosy 

Research and teaching assistant in the use medicinal plant, active ingredients identification and analysis.

 1989 – 1991

Advisories 

· Grupo de Estudio Técnico Ambiental (GESTA).  Technical support to the civil society representative participated in the discussion group to draft the National Air Quality Standards for Peru. 2000 -  2001.

· Instituto de Derecho Ambiental y Desarrollo Sostenible (IDEADS) – Guatemala

Member of a team dedicated to develop a Water Quality Manual for Communities and Local Decision-Makers.   2000 - 2001

·        Analysis of causes and effects of desertification in Peru (Pontificia Universidad Católica del

              Peru). 1996

· National Environmental Council – United Nations Development Program

Member of the team dedicated to develop an analysis and proposal for a national action plan against desertification and drought.  1996

Research Works 
· Health effects of lead poisoning in the population of La Oroya, Peru. 2001

· Classification and Analysis of the Toxicological Categories of the Pesticides Registered in Peru 1996

· Health Effects  of Leaded Gasoline in Lima Metropolitan Area 1994.

· Use and trade of medicinal plants in Trujillo -Peru. UNMSM 1988.

· Use and trade of medicinal plants in Lima, Universidad Cayetano Heredia, 1986.

Publications 
·         Co-author :  “Manual para el Uso de la Prueba en Casos de Contaminación Hídrica”  IDEADS / E-LAW  2001.
·        Co-author:   “Estrategia de Lucha contra la Desertificación en el Perú”  INRENA / PNUD 1997.
·         “Directorio de Científicos Latinoamericanos”, E-LAW 1997.
Memberships

·       Colegio Químico Farmacéutico del Perú .  No.  08470
Nationality

Peruvian
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