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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Is the Ara Macao (Scarlet Macaw) Proposed Development

on the Placencia Peninsula a “Done Deal”?


Almost 300 people attended a public hearing on the proposed Ara Macao development (also known as the Scarlet Macaw development) in Seine Bight Village on the Placencia Peninsula on Wednesday, 3 May 2006.  


The majority of those 300 people at the meeting, including residents of Independence, Placencia, Seine Bight, Maya Beach and Riversdale, overwhelmingly opposed Ara Macao despite grandiose promises by the developer of jobs, houses and sundry other “golden”  benefits for local communities.  



The reason for the opposition?  Among other things (such as environmental destruction of the very fragile Placencia Peninsula environment), Placencia Peninsula residents do not seem to want to be turned into the Belizean version of Miami Beach.  In fact, the rallying cry of a meeting called by Area Representative Rodwell Ferguson a week before the 3 May meeting was “No Miami” as chanted by Seine Bight residents when Ferguson told them that “in 10 years, the Placencia Peninsula will look like Miami Beach.”



Jaded viewpoints consider the proposed Ara Macao development (including a marina cut into the Caribbean beach that will berth up to 400 boats of up to 100 feet in length) a “done deal.”  


Why?



According to Vince Minniti, Director of Financial Services for ioVest Development LLC, a Chicago, Illinois company, the developers met with all of the Ministers who:
. . . Asked them to drill two wells among a few other things. There were no deal breakers. In fact they [the developers] were surprised that more questions were not asked such as about beach erosion, which they were prepared to answer.  After complying with the requests, the environmentals were approved.
--MORE--




The government’s own environmental impact assessment for the upgrade of the Placencia road states on page 23 that, “An area within this zone has recently obtained environmental clearance for a tourism and housing project with amenities such as a golf course and trails.”  The date of the road EIA?  May 2005 – almost a full year before the developers submitted the environmental impact assessment for Ara Macao to the Belize Department of the Environment!


In addition, “RockStarShines,” a pseudonym for someone who seems to be associated with the proposed development, publicly made the following statement on the Belize Forums (www.belizeforum.com)”: 

“This is the best thing to happen in that area....We have invested into this, and if any of you are smart and want to make a fast buck [emphasis added] you should invest too.....I thought the meeting was great with lots of really good info put out...we really don’t have to do any of this...none of you own the land and we have all the permits we need.....This is a done deal, the only ones that don’t know it are you few net lifers.”  http://www.belizeforum.com/cgi-bin/ultimatebb.cgi?ubb=get_topic;f=5;t=000695


Apparently, a “fast buck” is the real reason for Ara Macao, and it doesn’t seem to matter one whit that those bucks are coming from the sell-out of Belize and Belizeans by the very people they elected to protect them, not rape them.


Has the GOB really sold Placencia “down the river” to ioVest Development, LLC,  a Chicago company without any development experience, and only registered as a company in 2004?  


Was the meeting on Wednesday night that brought 300 people together in Seine Bight strictly a public relations gambit because the Belizean government has already approved the environmentals, as claimed by Mr. Minnitti?  



 The Department of the Environment says no, it’s not a done deal.  However, the Department has failed to respond to a number of requests for additional meetings to cover issues not addressed on Wednesday.  



The Department has also failed to respond to a written request for a formal extension of the deadline for comments on the EIA after the Department publicly stated at Wednesday night’s meeting that the deadline would be extended past the current deadline of 9 May 2006.  



Based on the above information, the environmental review process for Ara Macao lacks legitimacy, at best, and, at worst, constitutes a fraud upon the people of Belize.  This information also calls into question the legitimacy of the environmental review process for every development in the country, not just the Proposed Development.



Further, this information demonstrates an utter disregard for the health and welfare of all residents of the Peninsula, and disdain for its communities and cultures, and their right to have a say in their future.

We ask for an immediate explanation from DOE, the Government of Belize and the developer!


--MORE--



What can you do?  Take a look at the information about the proposed development provided at http://www.destinationsbelize.com/ara_macao_resort.htm.  Then write, fax, email and call:


· Belize Department of the Environment
10/12 Ambergris Avenue
Belmopan, Belize
Phone:  822-2816, 822-2542
Fax:  822-2862
Email:  envirodept@btl.net


· The Honorable John Briceno
Ministry of Natural Resources, Local Government and the Environment
Market Square
Belmopan, Belize
Phone:  822-2226, 822-2711, 822-2232
Fax:  822-2333
Email:  info@mnrei.gov.bz


· Paul Goguen, President
ioVest Development, LLC
Phone:  1-877-723-5493, 630-364-2759
Email:  vincem@iovest.com and paulg@iovest.com

Let them know that Ara Macao (a/k/a Scarlet Macaw) Resort and Marina is just too big and poses too many threats to the environment and the people of Belize.  Because if you don’t, your next Easter at the beach may be in Mexico.

Additional information on the proposed Ara Macao development is available at www.destinationsbelize.com/ara_macao_resort.htm, including the developer’s Environmental Impact Assessment (“EIA), pictures from the 3 May 2006 public consultation attended by 300 residents of the Placencia Peninsula and Independence Village, response of the Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable Development to the developer’s EIA, and other documents.

--END--









