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PCSD held its first meeting after incorporation on Saturday, 31 March 2007, at 2 PM at Blue Crab Beach Resort in Seine Bight Village, Belize.

In attendance were:  Corol Bevier (Placencia), Debbie Coston (Maya Beach), Ted Berry (Maya Beach), Leonard Williams (Seine Bight), Linn Wilson (Seine Bight), Mary Toy (Placencia), Candy Power (Placencia), Ann Ramirez (Seine Bight), Annette Vernon (Placencia), Brigitte Bachman (Placencia), Vincent Lopez (Seine Bight) and Rick Martinez (Seine Bight).

False Caye:  The meeting began with an informal discussion about a resort development being proposed on False Caye just off the coast of the Peninsula.  According to information received by a member, the Caye is owned by Maria Zabaneh, with Eugene Zabaneh as a minority owner, and the development plan includes a marina.  The Caye is mostly mangrove with water in the middle and excellent snorkeling around the mangrove roots.  False Caye is the closest caye accessible for snorkeling on the northern Peninsula and tourists frequently kayak there, and some tour guides also use the caye for snorkeling when the weather is not conducive to trips further out to sea.  A member also stated that Mayan artifacts and a small Mayan building had been located on the Caye several years ago.  Biologists doing some sort of environmental study at the Caye were thought to be staying at Chuck Mears place, Maya Playa, and have been seen almost daily traveling out to the caye in a small boat.  Members will try to dig up more information to report back at the next meeting.

Ara Macao Litigation:  Mary Toy reported that all documents for the litigation opposing DOE's approval of the Ara Macao development are ready to be filed on Monday, 2 April 2007.  Mary explained that the first step in the litigation is a request for leave to file for judicial review - basically, PCSD has to ask the court for permission to file a lawsuit and the court will look at statements filed by Dr. Tom Williams and PCSD to determine whether PCSD seems to have the minimal requirements to make out a case that DOE's approval was illegal or so unreasonable or irrational that the DOE approval must be set aside (quashed).  If the court decides that PCSD might be able to make its case, it will grant PCSD leave to file for judicial review.  That is when PCSD will really have to prove that DOE acted illegally and/or irrationally in granting approval based on the information provided in the EIA and EIA Addendum by the developer.  Mary passed around copies of the Williams statement (affidavit) and PCSD's statement

(affidavit) for members to review.  These affidavits will be made available to members via email after the case is actually filed on Monday.

Finances:  Brigitte Bachman has been keeping our accounts for PCSD.  However, PCSD received most of its donations in February 2007, and the statement for February is unavailable.  Atlantic Bank claims that it mailed the statement, but the post office cannot locate it.  Brigitte and Mary will follow-up on the statement with Atlantic Bank and the post office on Monday.  Once we have the statement in hand, Brigitte will prepare an up-to-date financial statement for PCSD.  (The reason the statement is so vital to producing a financial statement is that many donations were made anonymously through direct deposit at the bank.  Therefore, PCSD has no record of all donations/deposits made without the statement.)


Election of Board of Directors:  The following members of the Board of Directors were elected unanimously:

· President:  Leonard Williams, Seine Bight

· First Vice President/Secretary:  Mary Toy, Placencia

· Treasurer:  Brigitte Bachman, Placencia

· Second Vice President:  Debbie Coston, Maya Beach

· Third Vice President:  Ann Ramirez, Seine Bight

· Fourth Vice President:  Lupe Lampala (Lupe was note present at the meeting, so her position is subject to her acceptance of the position)

Future Direction of PCSD:  Members and the Board decided unanimously that PCSD should be an an-going organization focusing primarily on environmental issues affecting the Peninsula, including, but not limited to, new developments, water quality and protection of mangroves and the Placencia Lagoon.  One of PCSD's first projects will be to put together a volunteer citizens water quality testing program.  Mary Toy volunteered to discuss this with Friends of Nature to see if PCSD and FON can cooperate in implementing this program, including obtaining testing materials, training volunteers, and coordination of testing sites and testing schedules.

Members suggested publishing water quality testing results in the Placencia Breeze and the national newspapers and also sending them to DOE.

Ted Berry stated that the Lagoon was unrecognizable in some cases due to all the development taking place including clearing of mangroves and offered to take PCSD members on a boat tour of the Lagoon.  Leonard Williams suggested 11 April 2007, meeting at Ted's house at 2 PM.  All present agreed and Brigitte will take pictures to document the current condition of the Lagoon.

Riversdale Development:  Deb Coston reported that she had received information about a highly placed government employee receiving a grant of a strip of beachfront land approximately 235' in length and 35' wide at the southern end of Riversdale.  According to the information given to Debbie, the employee plans to construct a seawall and fill in the sea in front of the strip to sell lots and to construct a development similar to Cucumber Beach in Belize City.  All present expressed serious concerns about such a development, and Leonard Williams appointed Deb Coston to attempt to obtain documentation of the land acquisition by the employee.  If that documentation is obtained, PCSD will then act on that information.

Building Codes: Several members brought up the proliferation of condos and rumors of buildings of 7 stories or more.  The only way that development can be managed or controlled to any extent by members of the community is the passage by the national legislature of the Village By-Laws passed by both Seine Bight and Placencia in 2002.  Members agreed to pressure their Village Councils to make passage of the By-Laws a priority, and to seriously consider engaging an attorney to legally pressure the national government to pass the By-Laws.  

Environmental Impact Assessments:  Members discussed the fact that Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) are NOT being required by DOE for all of the condominium and residential subdivision developments taking place on the Peninsula, such as Bella Maya, Villas at Placencia, Sunset Pointe and others.  PCSD must develop a strategy to put pressure on DOE to require EIAs for these developments.  

Leonard Williams thanked everyone for attending, with a special thanks to Linn Wilson for hosting the meeting (and providing home-made orange cake with chocolate sauce produced from the chocolate that Linn and her husband will soon be selling).

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:00 PM.










