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Comments on Ara Macao from Visitors to the Placencia Peninsula
From: Dan McIntyre

Subject: Placencia, Belize

The beauty of Belize and the Placencia Peninsula for me is its quiet serenity, relative low people density and high quality environment. To generate the development described by the Macao Resort proposal would completely change the complexion of the area, and make it just another tourist trap on the Gulf of Mexico -- like Cancun, Tulum and many of the other previously natural areas than have been irretrievably commercialized.

For individuals, often described as 'couch potatoes', I supposed that is a good thing, since they can be wined and dined and have to move very little from where the plane and taxi drop them. But to deface a pristine environment like Placencia/Belize for such commercial interests is to my view tragic. There are so few natural places left on the planet that have to offer what Placencia does, and so many that have been lost for commercial gain, that one would hope than an environmentally sensitive intelligence would be driving the local economy, not far less sensitive big business -- unless you are simply repaving a parking lot and not reassigning living spaces in estuary.
Please preserve these beautiful places for future generations, so everyone can know how magnificent the coastal planet can be. Apartments, hotels and condos are a dime a dozen every else.

Sincerely yours,

Dan C. McIntyre, Chancellor's Professor

Neuroscience Institute

Carleton University

Ottawa Ontario Canada

K1S 5B6

____________________________________________________________________

From: mikewheeler
Subject: Ara Macao Resort and Marina

From what I've read I am opposed to Ara Macao.  The main reason we come to Belize is because of what it is today.  Somewhat undisturbed and natural without a lot of large developments.  Belize is one of the few countries you can go to for the true beauty of the country and the people.  When we first came to Belize it was for a different place to see and lay out in the sun.  Since then we have became "birders" and have been back 12 times.  One of my biggest thrills was to be able to snorkel with whale sharks and see a live jaguar in the wild in the same vacation.  I would hate to lose this.  I have been so impressed with the country that I took my children and grandchildren there on a family reunion. Another one of the things that we have always enjoyed is the lack of large developments and major frachises that take away the "mom and pop" businesses.  I have a time share in Cancun to go to if I want to see commercialism.  Each time we come to Belize we stay in at least two different locations to get the feel of the country and people.  As I mentioned we have been to Belize 12 times and Cancun only 3 times since we first came to Belize (2000).

John M. Wheeler and Carole Wright

____________________________________________________________________

From: Virginia Seaborn
Subject: Re: Placencia, Belize

I first visited Placencia in the mid 1990's - tired of the big resort areas of Mexico and Jamaica, where you didn't get a chance to really discover a country and it's people.   The most wonderful thing about Placencia (apart from the great diving, great beer and great scenery) is it's people.   I have always felt so welcome as I walk down the sidewalk every morning to the dive shop, and always receive a polite hello from young and old alike. 

More than any other place in the world that I have been, Placencia embraces you, and treats you like family.   For that reason most of all, I have returned to Placencia many times since then, and was more than happy to donate money for the sideway reconstruction after the hurricane - it was my way of giving a little back to the place that has given me so much. 

The idea of a mega-resort in this area just seems unthinkable.   Oh sure, let's have another Mayan riviera in Belize, let's have hordes of visitors arrive at the hotel and never get out to see Monkey River, Laughing Bird Caye or Glovers 
Reef.   Or, worse still, let's have this hordes of visitors overrun these delicate eco-systems that have been so painstakingly preserved by the locals, and destroy the beauty that is Placencia and it's surroundings. 

Please, please, rethink this development.    It will make a few developers extremely wealthy, but at what cost?   

Virginia Seaborn
Manugistics
Overlook II, Suite 900
Atlanta, Georgia 30339-5770

____________________________________________________________________

From: Gerry Bishop 
Subject: Ara Macao Resort

Hello--

 

I've just heard about a request that a Chicago developer has made to the Belize government for permission to build a huge resort and marina on the Placencia Peninsula. While I fully support economic development in Belize that benefits the wonderful people of this country, I thoroughly oppose development that will clearly do just the opposite, and will almost certainly spoil the local natural environment as well.

 

My wife and I, as well as several of our friends and business associates, have been to Belize several times and have enjoyed all that it has had to offer. We particularly enjoyed the many wonderful opportunities to experience the unspoiled natural wonders of this country--the rain forests, the beaches, the coral reefs--as well as the gracious hospitality of the people. 

 

In hearing of this plan for development, I can't imagine that anyone in the government would be so foolish as to approve such a thing, but I also know that Big Money talks. Please, for the sake of your beautiful country and wonderful people, and for the sake of all of us who cherish Belize for what it is and hope to visit again in the future, do NOT approve this outrageously inappropriate development.

 

Sincerely,

 

Gerald Bishop, Vienna, Virginia, USA

 ____________________________________________________________________

From: Gary Hunt
Subject: Ara Macao Resort and Marina...

I have been coming to Belize for 13 years, and have been considering settling in Placencia and starting up an eco-tourism business, capitalizing on the natural beauty and identity of the peninsula as a unique location. I am dismayed, every year, when I come, to see the rampant development and construction of new resorts since my previous visit.

 

        As I understand the issue, it seems to me that the development of the proposed Ara Macao Resort and Marina would have disastrous results for the people of, and visitors to, the peninsula, while removing one more reason why Belize got voted recently in Caribbean Travel Magazine, as #1 for Adventure Travel. 

 

    I can appreciate the fact that people in Belize look north to Cancun and Cozumel, and wish that some of that money was coming to Belize, but, installing yet another plastic, anonymous version of Miami Beach should not be the way to do it. A much better investment would be the creation of many smaller local tourist businesses that will draw in people to the area, without major damage to the environment. 

 

    As a former, frequent, and future visitor to Belize, I would hope that the Macao Resort project gets shelved as a bad idea and forgotten...
Sincerely,

Gary Hunt, Roanoke, Virginia
From: Michael LaValle 

Subject: Placencia, Belize

This proposed huge resort sounds like a cruise ship (wreck), that has run aground in the middle of paradise.

I have viewed what can happen in Loreto Mexico on the Baja Penisula. A huge investment in infrastructure there by the government for the next "Mazatlan" which never materialized. Now empty concrete bunker looking beachside hotels that will never be finished, just rusting away. The beaches are ruined (muddy)and all that holds the place together is the Island Marine Preserve and the Eco kayak trips of those visiting them. We won't go back there either! We found Placencia, Belize!

I would have no interest in visiting this proposed resort, there are many at much less cost to get too. Plus Golf etc.in US is not growing as it once was and eco tourism which you have in abundance is red hot with the revenue spread nicely thru the entire community rather than in one employer. We just lost the one big employer in Newton Iowa (Maytag!)the appliance maker and having all your economic eggs in one basket is devastating.

Sincerely,

Michael LaValle, GM/Culinary Dir.

Des Moines Embassy Club

Des Moines, Iowa 50309

____________________________________________________________________

From: John King
Subject: Placencia

First, I think it would be important for you to know a little of my background and/or qualifications.  I have done extensive traveling, and owned operated a travel company for over 15 years, which specialized in group travel. 

 

I would be opposed to any development, whether Ara Macao, or any other complex, which would alter the environment to a disastrous negative degree, and in so doing obliterate the reason I, my family, and friends come to Placencia rather than any of several hundred alternate vacation venues.  We come to Placencia simply because there is an outstanding, and basically pristine, combination of people and places not found elsewhere.  

 

I am certain there has been environmental impact studies done which outline the tremendous harm this size complex would do to the lagoon and peninsula.  The less obvious is the irreversible harm it will do to the existing tourist market, the present businesses, and, most importantly, the quality of life on the Placencia Peninsula.

 

As mentioned, my family, friends and I love the Placencia area.  We come there because there are no megalithic resorts, or hotels, cafes, restaurants, or other man-made entities mirroring the environment from which we want to escape.  It is a beautiful place because it has character...Belizean character, not the plasticized concept of some developer who has no concept of what character is comprised.

 

Best personal regards,

 

John King

 ____________________________________________________________________

From: Bob Smith 
Subject:  Placencia

I along with friends that have spent a lot of time in placencia do feel that to build a complex of this nature would indeed destroy the very reason that I and others have spent so many years in your country.To destroy the lagoon,as this would surely do,would be a shame.I hope that the government of belize doesn't let money be the only factor in their dicision to let be built such a thing.  robert smith  indialantic,fl.
From: Susan Spraul 
Subject: Opposition to Proposed Ara Macao Resort and Marina

My name is Susan Spraul.  I am a United States resident who has visited Placencia, Belize on more than one occasion.  I love Placencia because it provides the opportunity to see the local landscape in its natural state and to experience the local culture.

I selected Placencia because it is the exact opposite of a large, sterile, mega-resort.  If I want to stay at a plush resort and play golf, I do not need to travel far from my home.  The whole point of travel is to experience other cultures and enjoy the natural beauty found in other parts of the world.  I have toured Southern Belize, visiting rain forests, Mayan ruins, caves, farms, and local homes.  An animal lover, I have enjoyed seeing the local wildlife in their natural habitats.  The highlights of my trips to Placencia have included snorkeling and fishing in the crystal clear waters off the shore of Southern Belize.

The local guides made the experiences incredible, pointing out aquatic life I would not have identified on my own.

I truly hope that Belize does not allow Ara Macao and other mega-resorts to destroy the natural beauty of Southern Belize.  The impact of such structures on the local landscape, natural resources, and economy would be devastating and would destroy the charm of the area.  

Quite frankly, if I wanted to go to a mega resort, I have many options which are easier and cheaper to get to than Southern Belize.  And if that is what Southern Belize becomes, I see no reason to incur the time and expense to travel there again and will instead spend my travel budget elsewhere.  Please do not let Ara Macao or any other mega-resort ruin your beautiful country.

Sincerely, Susan Spraul
____________________________________________________________________

From: joanne stafman 

Subject: Ara Macao

June 19, 2006

To Whom It May Concern:

I have recently been made aware of a proposed new development to be located on the Placencia Peninsula.

From all I’ve been reading and hearing, the Ara Macao sounds like everything that most people go to Belize to avoid -- a mega resort with no local personality, charm or feel. The construction and maintenance of such an enormous facility will almost certainly have a devastating environmental impact.

Possibly even closer to my heart, is the inevitable economic impact on the local community. I lived in Seine Bight Village for two years (2002-2004) while serving in the Peace Corps. I was immediately accepted by the community and quickly came to love Belize, the Garifuna culture, and the Belizean people. I am therefore naturally concerned that the proposed venture will have a negative impact on the local community. For it to not have a detrimental effect, the jobs created will need to go to the locals, and they will need to be able to continue to afford to live in their current homes and communities.

To me, what makes Belize so resplendent is the raw beauty, the unique mix of cultures, and the mostly unexploited natural resources. It was a joy to have friends and family visit and remark on how such a beautiful destination can still feel intimate and personal. Dining out in the village at restaurants where the owners and workers were local villagers was always a treat and my visitors never failed to notice and comment on these unique vacation experiences. 

I urge you for the sake of the people and their culture, the environment, and the country as a whole, that the proposed development be halted. It breaks my heart to think that the uniqueness that is Belize is in jeopardy of destruction only to be turned into profit for some rich U.S. investors and perhaps a handful of Belizeans.

Respectfully, Joanne Stafman

From: Carl Bettinger 

Subject: Ara Macao

It was with great sadness that my family heard what will sure to be the death knell for the Placencia Peninsula, one of the last outposts of beauty in the Caribbean.  The development carries a typically smarmy name, "Ara Macao". I can't think of a more destructive (ecologically or culturally) event than to put yet another insulated marina-golf-casino-giftshop development in the Caribbean.  Where is all the waste going to go, into the lagoon? Why do the rich and infamous need to destroy yet another part of the Caribbean?  If they want the anesthetizing security of conformity and development, let them go to Nassau.  What in the world does golf have to do with Placencia or its peninsula? Or gambling?  Or 100 ft yachts?

If Belize allows this development it will be cutting off its nose to spite its face.  Belize is one of the few remaining natural places to visit, uncorrupted by the developers.  There are lots of us who will pay good money to visit a natural place like Belize, yet there are fewer and fewer such places.   

My family's best vacation in the last 10 years was a trip to Placencia - we won't go near the place if it is smothered by "Ara Macao", which will be but one of innumerable similar developments across the Caribbean.  Does Belize really think the developers of Ara Macao will stand by it when the "new" is gone, and there are greener pastures for the yachters to visit?  By then, the development will be renamed "Ara Disastro".

I implore you to "just say no" to Ara Disastro.

Carl Bettinger

531 Roadrunner NE

Albuquerque, NM 87122

____________________________________________________________________

From: Jeff Farkas
Subject: Ara Macao development commentary

Very simply, I believe this type of large scale development would be devastating to the local economy of Placentia.  First, some history.

 

Another couple, my wife and I have visited Belize, especially the Placentia area, for the past six or seven years.  We initially came because we were interested in visiting a more remote, unspoiled and undeveloped country in a warm part of the world.  Gerry and I both fish and the sportsfishing, snorkeling and scenery in and around the Placentia cayes is unmatched.  I remember vividly our first visit to Placentia village, near the town dock.  This was before the damage caused by Iris and the development that ensued.  I felt like Ernest Hemmingway must have felt in Havana, circa 1930.  What a wonderful, laid back, friendly and delightful place.  

 

Every year since then, we've made new discoveries and met new friends.  Often, when riding the dirt road between Placentia and points north we wondered whether the magic of cement/asphalt paving will ever visit the penninsula.  Happily, it hasn't yet.  Happily, because dirt forces a slower pace than asphalt.  We're able to take our time, visit places we would not have otherwise seen, and simply unwind.  

 

We're not "resort" people.   Many years ago, my wife and I visited Puerto Rico and stayed at a luxurious hotel.  The hotel was housed inside a barbed wire enclave of 50+ acres.  The hotel's visitors had a great venue from which to enjoy the island.  However, outside the fences, the people of PR lived in abject poverty.  We never had any encounters with the locals or had an opportunity to visit the real Puerto Rico.  I swore I would never do the resort "thing" again.   In Placentia and San Ignatio, we have met local merchants, fishermen, and restauranteurs on a one to one level.  It’s more fun and definitely more rewarding to the local population when the tourist is able to engage them directly, as opposed to indirectly through a resort.  We probably spend $10,000 to $12,000, in total, each year during our visit.  Most of this "largesse" goes to local business people, restaurants, gift shops, fishing guid es, local tour operators and working people.  If we were in a resort, that money would be filtered through the resort to its vendors.  These vendors may or may not have local connections and interests.  I know our spending is unfiltered and benefits many of the locals directly.

 

In closing, I doubt whether we would return to Belize if such a development project is successfully completed.  I'm not interested in 18 hole golf courses.  There are golf courses everywhere in the world, including several world class courses within hours of my home in New York.  That's not why we visit Belize each year.  Don't destroy what you are attempting to create.....an eco friendly and people friendly, tourism based economy.  The Ara Macao development will be an enclave for a few wealthy people and will sever the flow of tourists, and dollars, to the rest of the penninsula.

 

Jeffrey E. Farkas, Webster, New York, USA

____________________________________________________________________

From: Laura Tangley 
Subject: Proposed Ara Macao development

To whom it may concern:

 

I recently heard about the Ara Macao development project that has been proposed for the Placencia Peninsula. As an avid nature traveler--and one who visited Placencia with a friend this past March--I urge you NOT to grant permission for the project. The reason my friend and I chose Placencia over other destinations in Belize was that we wanted the peace, quiet, unspoiled nature and interaction with local people this area offers. A huge development project like Ara Macao would threaten the unique character of Placencia as well as the wildlife-rich marine habitat that attracts divers, snorkelers, fishermen, and other nature lovers from around the world.

 

Thank you for considering these comments.

 

Sincerely,

 

Laura Tangley, Senior Editor

National Wildlife Magazine

111-- Wildlife Center Drive

Reston, VA 20190

____________________________________________________________________

From: Fulowski 
Subject: Placencia Development

Hello,

 

I have just heard about the proposed development on the Placencia peninsula by a Chicago developer.  As someone who has visited Placencia I am very upset by this possibility.  Our family vacationed in Placencia in 2000.  It was the best holiday any of us have ever experienced.  We kayaked among the islands for 1 week and then spent 1 week in the town of Placencia.  The best part was the interaction with the people of Placencia.  We would walk the sidewalk each day and stop at the local restaurants for meals or stop at the small grocery stores for supplies.  We purchased bread from the "breadman" as well as coconut bread from Gwen's mother and banana bread from Olga's.  We sat in Omar's while he pounded the conch we would be having for dinner that night.  One day a boat came in with fresh shrimp and we purchased some from the warehouse at the dock and cooked it up for our lunch.  We experienced the culture first hand.  Everyone seemed genuinely concerned that our vacation went well - from Mary, who gave us much information to plan our trip to Placencia, to Birdie who transported us and our kayaks to the cayes, to Miss Janice who gave quick, effective medical advice to my son who had been stung by a jelly fish, to the fellow who rented us bikes to ride up the peninsula, to the clerk at Wallens who sold us his last can of gas for our camp stove.

 

It was a fabulous holiday, rich in experience and culture.  We noticed the lack of "tacky souvenirs" when we got home and all agreed that the souvenirs would be our memories of a wonderful time in a wonderful place.  

 

Our family has also holidayed at "all-inclusive" resorts where we barely left the compound of the resort walls.  We hardly knew which country we were in as we ate and drank at the resort, sat around the pool at the resort and purchased "imported" souvenirs from the resort.  If we wanted to leave the resort, we would pay for a guided trip along with a multitude of other tourists.  There was really no interaction with the local people, other than the ones working at the resort and they had on their "employee" hats and did not offer us any insight into their daily lives.

 

The thought of Placencia turning into one of these "no-name beach resorts" saddens us and we hope that the government will see the downside of this type of development and keep the peninsula a rich, natural place to live and visit.

 

Yours truly,

 

Carol Fulowski, Calgary, AB, Canada

____________________________________________________________________

From: a c 
Subject: Preserve the past

There are few places I've visited on the planet that have not been exploited, where locals still go about their daily chores like they've done for decades. Placencia has a peacefulness and wonderfully slow pace that reminds those of us caught up in the rat race of another style of living. Belize attracts the world with its natural beauty. The reefs, the jungles, the beaches, the stars, the untouched landscape. 


Casinos and hotels are part of the cityscape, not the jungle. 


Too many other central american countries have been ruined by plans for large development, don't allow Belize to sacrifice it's beauty for the sake of the almighty dollar.


My wife and I spent three weeks in Placencia on our honeymoon, just feet from the "sidewalk" and enjoyed the local restaurants and sights without the distraction of the one-stop-shop mentality. I hope Placencia is preserved for years to come.
Andre Coulombe

____________________________________________________________________

From: Gerry Coulombe 
Subject: "big box" development

We write as Canadian tourists to Belize, having spent time in and around Placencia over a period of the last five years.  What were our impressions, thoughts and feelings of these significant visits?  This letter is being written to describe how impressed we are with the pristine natural beauty of your country and how concerned we are at the prospect of the huge hotel/resort/casino/marina complex being proposed for the peninsula.

 

As travellers to Australia, South East Asia, the Caribbean, Mexico and North America, we are very conscious of sensitive natural environments being raped and destroyed by "big box" resorts which offer so little to the communities they penetrate.  We have been witness all over the world to habitats for people, flora, and fauna which are destroyed in the wake of "money makers" in the tourist industry. If you have ever flown over the Mecca of Cancun Mexico, you have seen the huge sewage pipes which emanate out into the ocean, dumping refuse, and surely know and understand what we mean by this wanton destruction.

 

Recently at our lake in Ontario Canada, a proposal for development on a smaller scale was put forward, one which would double our population and was simply unsustainable for the area.  As a community, we were outraged and got organized in protest such as you are trying to do.  Study groups for impacts on roads/transportation, sewage treatment problems, fire hazard issues, how flora, fauna and fish populations would be affected and police and security issues, were set up.   By slowing down the developers' plans with roadblocks such as these, we were able to curtail the plan and save our environment from potential devastation.  It takes political will and backing, but this small experience is meant to encourage you in your efforts in having a clear agenda against big business direction.  People power works!

 

The world is filled with so-called five -star but second-rate cruises and resorts which offer so little to over-all life-giving vacations.  Belize is a paradise for eco-tourism where a sustainable approach to tourist attraction is a win-win for tourist and native alike.  We wish you all the best in your efforts to save the beautiful Placencia Peninsula from this development.

 

Respectfully,

 

Helen Coulombe, Gerry Coulombe, Andre Coulombe

Victoria Kirk, Iris Islip
From: Miroojo@webtv.net 

Subject: Ara Macao
Please oppose this construction.

When the last tree is felled

When the last river is polluted

When the last fish is caught

Then you will realize

You can't eat money!!!

A matter of respect, for the land,

For yourself !

Respectfully, Calvin Douglass

____________________________________________________________________

From: jack linker

Subject: scarlet macaw project

Scarlet Macaw Resort and Marina

Riversdale, Belize

Sirs:

I am writing you as the Placencia station representative of the Seven Seas Cruising Association (SSCA), the premier membership organization for yachts, sailboats and other cruisers in the USA and worldwide.  I have informed the Board of Directors of SSCA about the proposed Scarlet Macaw development and the adverse impact the marina will have on our environment and economy.

The Board is planning to investigate this problem, and inform the membership of the project.  At this time, the Scarlet Macaw project appears to be directly opposed to a major goal of SSCA, protecting the environment worldwide.  I urge you to consider excluding the marina from the project.  In view of other marinas being developed in the area by the Government of Mexico, the many marinas in the Rio Dulce Frontera Izabal area, and other alternatives, your marina does not appear to be economically or environmentally feasible.  Thank you for you attention to this and the many other concerns being expressed by others also opposed to this project.

Jack Linker, LCDR USNR retired

Email: sailbelize@yahoo.com

Placencia Village

Belize

Cc: 

President, SSCA, Ft Lauderdale, FL

Village Chairmen

Minister, Natural Resources, GOB

Placencia Breeze

From: Chris Tupper 
Subject: Macao Resort

I understand that a very large resort and marina development (Ara Macao) is being planned for the Placencia Peninsula and I am commenting from the perspective of a repeat visitor to Belize. Over the past six years, we have made several trips to Placencia to fly fish for permit, tarpon and bone fish. Our group keeps returning to Belize, because of the natural beauty of the Placencia Peninsula, the outgoing and welcoming local people, the many excellent small restaurants, the world class fishing guides and an environment of pride in my country. Every where I have traveled in Belize you are greeted with a hello and a smile. I have spent time in San Ignacio touring the Maya ruins and country side. I have traveled the Hummingbird Highway and toured Belmopan. I am very proud to tell my friends of our travels to Belize and how this is country that is a world leader in preserving the environment, protecting its natural resources and animals. During February I came to Belize City via a cruise ship. We toured Belize City and the National Zoo, which I had done during previous visits. My cruise ship companions enjoyed the sightseeing, but I felt they had missed the real Belize and I do not think a cruise ship visit defines traveling in Belize. I relate this information because the thought of a mega resort and marina being built in one of my favorite places in the world, the Placencia Peninsula,  to travel, tells me that the current thinking of the Belize Government Officials is to turn their country into a cruise ship vacation. 

 

Chris Tupper, Bothell, WA 98021

____________________________________________________________________
From: Mary Thom 
Subject: Tourist letter against Ara Macao

Dear Dept of Environment & Minister Briceno,

 

I am writing to express my concern about the Ara Macao development that is planned for the Placencia Peninsula. I urge the Government of Belize to do the right thing, economically and environmentally, for Belize by saying no to mega-resort Ara Macao. It is a familiar phrase: you don’t know what you’ve got until it’s gone. Please don’t let that become the epitaph on the Placencia Peninsula’s gravestone.

 

I have had the good fortune to take two vacations, and spend thousands of dollars, in Belize since July of 2005. A great deal of that time and money was spent in Placencia, and I am eagerly planning my next trip to the village. Let me tell you why I keep coming back. I enjoy the small-scale of Placencia village, the serenity of its environment, its beach and sea vistas unencumbered by high-rises, the friendliness and intelligence of its diverse citizens who take great pride in their home and culture, and who love the environment that sustains their lives. I love the delicious, clean municipal tap water that I can drink without fear in Placencia. I appreciate the comfort I have found in the various hotels where I have stayed in the village, and I have been put at ease by the warmth of their proprietors. I feel lucky to have explored the coastal waters and inland nature preserves of this area with competent and intelligent locals who are knowledgeable about this blessed and charming place where they grew up. It is a place that has struck an admirable balance between providing great services for tourists and maintaining sustainable growth.

 

The Ara Macao resort runs counter to everything that makes Placencia a unique destination. The world has enough mega-resorts that cater to people who have no interest in the culture and environment of their vacation spot. The key to being competitive is to distinguish yourself. Belize has done a great job of becoming known as an unrivaled destination for eco-tourism. Minister Briceno, Belize’s natural environment and its citizens are a great natural resource. Ara Macao threatens both of those resources. Problems for the environment would start with the dredging and cutting of the beach during construction, and would continue were the place to go operational with its golf course, which would mean pesticide and other chemical run-off into area waters. The arrival of this resort would also damage the local economy and citizens. Ara Macao is designed to be an inclusive destination that provides all services to the vacationer. This resort would not only drive up prices and increase the cost of living on the Peninsula, it would also draw business away from the local hotels, restaurants, bars, and tour guides. These local hotels, restaurants, bars, and tour guides, along with the beautiful environment in which they all reside, are what brings me, and other tourists, to Placencia.

 

Please, I urge you, do the right thing for your country and the Placencia Peninsula. Say no Ara Macao. By doing so, you will be investing in your greatest natural resources and keeping Placencia a place where tourists like me will want to visit for the unique experience that this region and its residents provide. 

 

Sincerely,

Mary Thom

Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S. (612-872-0836)
From: Cathy Kenny 
Subject: Resort proposal
To Whom it may concern
 

Placencia Belize has been the absolute best vacation spot for us.  We like to spend our time in low key rural areas where we can melt into the landscape and enjoy the local flavor.  We would rather stay in and walk through the villages than vacation at some big secluded all-inclusive resort. 
 

We have fallen in love with Belize and have been 5 years in a row. In the last 2 years we have been to Placencia. We highly recommend Belize.  We tell everyone how safe it is and how we like that Belizians are so friendly and speak English.  We have never felt unwelcome.  We feel comfortable to go into any restaurant or store without hesitation to purchase what we want or need.  We watch children playing in the streets as we walk or ride bikes through the streets.  We feel free to go anywhere we want at anytime day or night.
 

We have booked fishing trips with various guides and it is so wonderful to go out on the water and see just a few boats. We have been very successful in our fishing adventures and highly recommend Belize if anyone asks us where we find the best fishing. If there were heavier boat traffic it would ruin this in many aspects and I can guarantee we wouldn't be back.
 

Several years ago there was an article in the Boston Globe about how the big resorts on some of the Carribbean Islands were ruining the islands.  The tourists flew in and basically stayed on the resort and never ventured out.  The islanders started to resent the fact that the money all went to the resort and none of it filtered out to the local businesses.  Their island was starved economically which made them angry at the tourists.  This made for a more dangerous situation for the tourists who tried to visit the island and not stay at the all inclusive resorts. I think to have a huge resort built in Placencia would have disasterous effects.
 

Please do not ruin what Placencia Belize is noted for.  A huge resort may mean big money in the beginning for a few people but not a sustainable economy for the locals in the long run and it would change the environment drastically along with the culture we find so dear.  
 

Sincerely,
Catherine Kenny
catfishkenny@earthlink.net
____________________________________________________________________
From: Jim Joslyn [mailto:jostoy@swbell.net] 

Subject: Ara Macao

Traveling to Belize, and particularly to the Placencia area, is an amazing vacation, which I have done several times.

Walking the world-class beach, boating and swimming around the beautiful reef, mingling with the locals and their many diverse cultures, is the best reason to go to Belize.

To even consider the plans of a "gated" mega-resort with bad and dishonest enviromentals, a questionable developer, the destruction of the reef and the wetlands, no concern for the locals and the future, has all the stink of bribery and greed.

The Government of Belize should be ashamed of itself.

Jim Joslyn

St. Louis, Missouri
Hon. Johnny Briceno, Minister of Natural Resources

Government of Belize

Belmopan, Belize
21st June, 2006

Dear Mr. Briceno,

Greetings from Belize City!  I am sitting in my dining room listening to the noise on the streets, and although I have come to love Belize City, the escalating violence and volatile tempers are the diseased Belize.  The crime and rage on the street seem to me a direct result of the isolation of the individual from community.  We, as individuals, are not being heard nor recognized.  We’re shouting and no one is listening.

I first came to Belize 29 years ago and fell in love with the land and its people.  Belize was free.  I was able to visit ruins, climb mountains and swim in the river freely.  Belize was open and inviting.  Thirty years ago there were no trespassing laws and in coastal villages neighbours freely walked across each others’ properties to leave their own to reach the street or access the sea.  Jetties were accepted as public property for loading and unloading.  The sea and river were not owned, in fact, government mandated no ownership of land within 60 feet of the sea or river.

But I see the Belize I love quickly passing.  The past five years have changed Belize in many ways.  Development is the word people use, and though it may apply, I do not believe the word needs to be the ugly word it has become.   No where is the change more apparent than in the “development” concession that GOB wants to give to the Ara Macao project.  Resident individuals who are looking at the drastic change that the project would wreak on the tiny peninsula are being ignored.  And for what?  What is Belize becoming while these developers have their way?

I fear a future for Belize that is entirely opposite of what I came to love about Belize.  Developers mark their territory and make it exclusive.  They take the natural beauty that Belize freely gives and hoard it.   They cement the sand and pipe in music.  They take what is Belize and churn out the sanitized version for people who are happier with the “virtual” Belize.  And the virtual Belize destroys the natural Belize - with no mangrove; no haven for  fish breeding; no wildlife habitat;  no birds; no snakes; no tapirs; no jaguars - no Belize.

You are in an incredible position.  You can make the choice to say no to destructive development.  Your predecessor, Mr. Florencio Marin, within the same party left a legacy of environmental protection.  You have the choice to continue that legacy which was the prerequisite for an incredible eco-tourism development.  With a few years of exploitative development all that Belize cultured and nourished is being destroyed.  What legacy are you leaving?  Will your grandchildren’s peers suffer from your legacy?  Will their homeland be open and inviting for them, or will they be begging for crumbs from the tables of the “developers”.  Few people are given the opportunity to make history.  For some reason, it was given to you.  Keep Belize a priceless jewel.  Don’t close your ears to your people to serve the selfish interests of developers.

I am still hopeful that you will make the decision that serves the interests of the people and residents of Belize.

Respectfully,

Miriam DeShield
From: Foreit, Karen 
Subject: Please reject proposal for Ara Macao Resort and Marina
To the Government of Belize:
 

It was with great dismay that we learned of the request do develop the Ara Macao Resort and Marina on Placencia Peninsula.  This development would have catastrophic impacts on the environment of the surrounding area, both ecologically and touristically.
 

We have been going to Placencia for vacation for several years, and it is our favorite spot in the region precisely because of its low-density commercial development and tranquility.  The village and its surrounds cannot support a mega-development in its midst.  This development would irrevocably alter fishing, sailing and other water activities.  It would be an 'island' to itself and benefit only its owners and those who work within it.  It would not benefit other businesses in the area and would be a deterrent to other tourists such as ourselves.
 

We urge you to reject this application and/or encourage the developers to seek out an alternative site more appropriate to its scale.
 

Thank you for your attention.
 

James R. and Karen Gail Foreit
____________________________________________________________________
From: Kauffman, Susan G. 
Subject: Ara Macao
My husband and I traveled to Placencia in 2002 and have since recommended it as a vacation destination to family and friends.  We were distressed to hear that the government is contemplating approval of a mega resort in the area.  The proposed development would not only be environmentally destructive, but would also devastate the charm and natural beauty of the area.
 

Vacationers who wish to travel to a mega resort with casinos and golf courses have many other options in and around the Caribbean.  For those of us who want to vacation in the natural beauty of the Placencia Peninsula, there is only one choice.  We strongly urge you to deny approval for the development.    
 

Susan Kauffman
 ____________________________________________________________________
June 29, 2006

Dear Department of Environment & Minister Briceno:

I am saddened to hear of the plans for the Ara Macao development on the Placencia Peninsula.  I strongly encourage the Government of Belize to build on the local people's well-organized tourist trade and say no to super-sized resort developments, including Ara Macao.    The Ara Macao development in Placencia would degrade substantially the community's natural beauty and charm, a major draw of tourists to the area.  The world doesn't need another ruined tropical community.  The quality of life, culture, and environmental health of Placencia are at stake here.  Each year, I look forward to embracing Placencia as my home away from home for a few weeks.   In addition to the physical scars that such development will impose on the environment, consider the type of tourists that such a resort will attract.  Tourists with money?  Yes, but there are some things that money can't buy.  Consider all that will be lost and not easily regained.  The addition of the Ara Macao resort development would detract from all that I love about Placencia and would lead me to find a new favorite tropical destination. 

Sincerely,

Chris Erdmann, Ph.D., MPH
Assistant Professor, University of Michigan

Ann Arbor, MI, U.S.A.
From: Mark Lewis
Subject: Re: Placencia, Belize

On my first visit to Belize seven years ago, it was really nice to be able to go somewhere as close as Belize and yet seemingly lacking the overdevelopment that is rife in just about every other country with a coastline and access to jet travel.  I came to Belize with five friends and spent two weeks fishing that yielded countless fish of a variety of species.  Achieving this in the other destinations around the Caribbean that I have visited (a list that includes nearly all the Caribbean islands as I earn a living as a beach photographer) would have been impossible due in large part to the pressure on the environment in those other locations.

In the years that followed my first visit to Belize I returned often, sometimes more than once a year as it was close and had yet to be ruined by the mega-resorts that have sprung up all through Mexico and the Caribbean.  I was saddened to hear recently that a large development was scheduled as it essentially would erase the very reason I enjoy Belize in the first place:  why go to Belize for a mega-resort when I can get that in Cancun or any number of other destinations?

The reputation that Belize has with many of my friends is that of a destination with an unmolested natural environment.  A place where wild animals can be seen outside a zoo.  A place teaming with fish as  well as other natural features that can't be found in other places.   
A large resort catering to the golf and cocktail crowd will void any interest in my visiting any area near a development like that.  I go to Belize to get AWAY from that type of thing, not to increase my exposure to it.  I live in South Florida, I have large marinas, golf courses, hotels, bars and restaurants, and mega yachts right here. 
Why on earth would I pay to fly to see the exact eye sore in another country?!

By joining the list of places that have large sprawling resorts, Belize will be scratched from the list of all the eco-travel fans that have been the mainstay of many tour operators, dive outfitters, and fishing guides in Belize.

Belize now building large seaside resorts?  I guess I'll go to Costa Rica next time instead of Belize.

Mark Lewis

www.markpix.com
Stuart, Florida - Boulder, Colorado

____________________________________________________________________
From: Stacy Wallace-Albert
Subject: Placencia development

To whom it may concern:

Before attempting to over develop the charming area of Placencia, please consider that we are typical of visitors to the area, and attracted by the local flavor, the pace, natural beauty and the fact that Placencia is NOT like the developments to the north. We loved the pristinely rustic beaches, the small-town flavor of Placencia and our one-on-one exchanges with the inhabitants of the town. A mega-development such as planned for the area will kill the experience.

Please consider the environmental and cultural issues before selling out with a plan so incongruous and unsympathetic to the area.

Stacy Wallace-Albert

From: david akin 
Subject: maya beach
I have spent the last three winters in the Maya Beach and Placencia area and can only shudder to think of the mega resort invasion of such a wonderful place. I will have to find other more quiet places to spend my retirement if it happens. David Akin 515 Clara St. Fairbanks Alaska.
____________________________________________________________________
From: Mary Want [mailto:marywant@blueyonder.co.uk] 
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2006 3:05 PM
To: envirodept@btl.net
Cc: info@placenciadocuments.info
Subject: Ara Macao project 

We are the UK owners of Villa #17 at Chabil Mar Villas. The main reasons that we invested in this complex, and Placencia in particular, were for the peace and serenity of the area, the wonderful opportunities for observing wildlife in the wetlands and on the reef, and the unique area and friendliness of the Placencia peninsula. These are in general the things which attract UK visitors to Belize and Placencia, rather than the overdeveloped Caribbean islands and places such as Ambergris Caye.

 

During our last visit there in May we were shocked to discover that the proposed Ara Macao project appeared already to be taking shape, despite, it would appear, the overwhelming disapproval of the communities of Placencia and Seine Bight. This enormous and unsightly development will change the whole area both ecologically and visually, to its lasting detriment. Whilst we understand that tourism is an important part of the economy of Belize, and we would not want to detract from that, to build a resort which would change both the lagoon, in terms of loss of wildlife habitat, supply of fresh water and general deterioration, as well as the wonderful communities which are sustained by it, would be an irretrivable loss.

 

We urge anyone in a responsible position to oppose the continued development of this project which will cause untold damage to the area and ultimately to the sustainable tourism and development of Belize.

 

Mary and Alan Want, Nicola and Thain Gummer

